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love...
 is the only inspirAtion



goethe!
SYNoPSIS

Germany, 1772 – the young and boisterous Johann Goethe is sent by his father to a sleepy 
little town to mend his ways after failing his law exams. At first, he tries to do his best at the 
Supreme Court and even convinces his superior Kestner. But then Lotte enters his life and 
nothing is the same as before after they fall in love. However, Johann is unaware that Lotte is 
in fact already engaged to Kestner ...

The dramatic and unfulfilled love between the young poet and Lotte was the template for 
Goethe’s masterpiece “The Sorrows of Young Werther”.

A modern pop fairy-tale about Germany’s most celebrated writer in the vein of “Shakespeare 
in Love” and “Amadeus”.

the DIReCtoR

Born in Munich in 1967, Stölzl began his career at the theater, first as assistant to the 
set designer at the Munich Kammerspiele, then, for several years, as freelance stage 
and costume designer at theaters all over Germany. In 1997 he began working in the film 
medium. He joined the Austrian music video legends DoRo in Vienna and became a music 
video director. He made his breakthrough with his clip to Rammstein’s “Du hast.” This 
was followed by many projects for German and international acts such as Marius Müller-
Westernhagen, Faith No More, Mick Jagger, Luciano Pavarotti and Evanescence. His videos 
to Madonna’s “American Pie” and to the Bond title song “The World is Not Enough” belong 
to the classics of the genre. 
In 2001 Stölzl made his theatrical debut with the highly praised tragi comedy BABY, which 
celebrated its premiere at the festival in San Sebastián.
In 2008, his second feature film NORTH FACE was celebrated as a well-crafted stunning 
and visceral piece of historical filmmaking.
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